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Juan Mendez, 
UN Special Rapporteur on Torture
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10 
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 Jigme Gyatso 
Dear Sir,

I am writing to raise my serious concern for Tibetan political prisoner Jigme Gyatso [Pinyin: Jinmei Jiacuo, Chinese: 晋美加措], who was tortured after speaking to the former UN Special Rapporteur, Dr Manfred Nowak in 2005 and is believed to be gravely ill in Chushur (Chinese: Qushui) prison near Lhasa.

Jigme Gyatso, a former Tibetan Buddhist monk, was imprisoned in 1996 for “counter revolutionary” activities and is currently serving an 18-year in prison sentence.  New information released by International Campaign for Tibet (http://www.savetibet.org/media-center/ict-news-reports/fears-life-tibetan-political-prisoner-tortured-after-speaking-un-rapporteur), stresses the extreme poor health of Jigme Gyatso and the increased fear for his life. It is believed that he is being held in isolation from other prisoners and he has been denied his right to family visits on three occasions in the last few months

Jigme Gyatso received the longest sentence of a group of five Tibetans who carried out various acts of peaceful resistance, including discussing Tibetan independence. During his long imprisonment, Jigme Gyatso has endured severe torture on several occasions, including one incident in 1997 when he was beaten so severely that he could not move for several days.

I am appealing to you to use your position as UN Special Rapporteur on Torture to call for the urgent and immediate release of Jigme Gyatso on medical grounds due to fears for his life following repeated torture since his arrest 15 years ago. You know from your own experience what torture is, and I am sure you will do your utmost to save this innocent former Tibetan monk, who might soon die, if no action is taken.
Also please urge the Chinese authorities to order a full and impartial investigation into allegations that Jigme Gyatso has been tortured, with a view to bringing those responsible to justice, and demanding a guarantee that he will not be tortured or otherwise ill-treated while he remains in custody

At least the authorities must guarantee that he gets access to any medical care he may require, and legal representation of his choosing and family.
Yours faithfully,
